CHAPTER XII

PERSONAL TASTES AND CHARACTERISTICS

MR. CHAMBERLAIN once remarked that he
was conscious of. his deficiencies as a news-
paper subject. He did not smoke any particular
kind of pipe or wear any particular kind of hat, and
even his name did not readily lend itself to an
affectionate diminutive.

There were probably reasons more profound than
these to account for the fact that through the
greater part of his career the public did not take
Mr. Chamberlain very warmly to its bosom. It has
already been pointed out that he is almost wholly
deficient in showmanship, and a poor rhetorician.
In addition to this he came late into public life;
and the British public like to have a long time to
get to know those whom it makes its favourites.
These things added to a somewhat metallic manner,
prevented Mr. Chamberlain from occupying a high
place in the affections, as distinct from the regard,
of his fellow-citizens. It is only comparatively
recently that people have paused to consider the
man behind the minister.

Mr. Chamberlain, as we have seen, is the plain
man in politics. This is unfortunate for Mr. Chamber-
lain, as this role had already been wrongfully
appropriated, and exploited to considerable advan-
tage, by Mr. Baldwin. Now Mr. Baldwin was not
the plain man in politics, for he had what Mr.
Chamberlain has not, a genuine streak of poetry in
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